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In The CLAIMS: 



Please add new method claims 9-15 



9. (New Claim) A methodW holding a bearing that is self aligning, the method comprising: 

providing a first membefcarfcl a sbfond member having holding surfaces which extend 
axially in opposite directions tq'each other, each of the Riding surfaces being tapered axially to 
expand straight toward the opposing holding stjrfSce; and 

sandwiching the bearing between thevjiolding surfaces of the first member and the second 
member. 

10. (New Claim) The method of holding a bearing of claim 9 wherein the first member and 
second member further have fixing^urfa^es which extend radially from the holding surfaces, the 
method further including; / \ 

moving the first member ar d the s^nd^nen^ each other until the fixing 

surfaces come in contact with each other 2 Jh^eby performing the sandwiching the bearing, and 

\ 

allowing a radial and relative movement of the first member and the second member for 

\ 

adjusting an axial alignment among the first member and the second member and the bearing. 




11. (New Claimji^he method of holding a bearing of claim 10 further including, when the fixing 
surfaces come in contacKwith each other and after the allowing a radial and relative movement 
of the first member and the sefemid member, fixing the first member and the second member to 
each other to inhibit the radial and r^ative movement so that first and second members rigidly 
hold the bearing in alignment. 
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12. Cfcfew Claim) The method of holding a bearing of claim 10 further including; 
oviding one of the fixing surfaces with at least a projection and another of the fixing 

surfaces with at least an aperture, the projection being engaged with the aperture so as to be able 
to move thereirk when the fixing surfaces come in contact with each other, 

thereby providing for the adjusting the axial alignment among the first member and the 
second member and\he bearing. 

13. (New Claim) The method of holding a bearing of claim 12 further including; 

deforming the projection to secure the fixing surfaces to each other thus securing the 
axial alignment among the first member and the second member and the bearing . 



14. (New Claim) The method of holding a bearing of claim 9 further including; providing at least 
one of the holding surfaces with biasing n^eans for urging the bearing against the opposing 
holding surface. 



15 (New Claim) The method of holding a bearing of claim 14, wherein the providing at least one 
of the holding surfaces with biasing means further includes providing the biasing means as a 
plurality of elastically deformable pieces formed circumferentially by cutting radially at given 
angular intervals and raising in one direction a part of the first and second members 
corresponding to the one of the holding surfaces. 



-3- 



